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we find that about thirteen and a half millions of pounds
are imported yearly.1
Besides the tea entering Tibet by this route there is a
considerable amount, possibly a million of pounds, taken
in via Sung-p'an, and probably the same quantity from
Li-chiang Fu and Ta-li Pu via A-tun-tzii and southeastern
Tibet.
Incidentally the amount of tea imported into Tibet may
throw some light on the vexed question of the population
of that country. Five pounds of Shiny ja a month is not
a large allowance for a Tibetan or Mongol: so, taking
thirteen millions Of pounds as the average yearly con-
sumption of tea in Tibet, we find that at the above rate it
would supply little more than two millions of people, a
figure arrived at by slightly more rigorous methods later
on (p. 296). However, notwithstanding the large amount
of tea imported, it is no uncommon thing to find people
reduced to using roasted barley or peas, chips of wood,
willow leaves, etc., anything in fact which will impart a
little color and taste to their drink, as a substitute for tea.2
Exclusive of tea, the following are among the principal
exports from Ta-chien-lu to Tibet: Cottons, silks, satins,
1 Father Desgodins, in the pamphlet     * * snowtea." It is used by the Tibetans
quoted above, gives it as his opinion    as a refreshing and cooling drink,
that   2,666,640   Ibs.   of   tea, worth        While   on  the   subject  of tea I
Rs. 5,99,994, pass through this town    must mention that I have repeatedly
annually on the way to Tibet.    E.    asked Tibetans  who  had been to
O. Baber, op. tit, p. 186, estimates    Parjeeling   if    they   liked   Indian
the amount   at  9,915,233 Ibs., and    tea.     They all thought   it greatly
Alex. Hosie, " Parliamentary Papers,    inferior to the Chinese, too heady,
China No. 2" (1884),  p. 15, gives    and not fit to be used as a habitual
the value of the Chinese tea trade    beverage.   They  said the same of
with Tibet at Tls. 800,000, or about    the Hu-nan brick tea wMeh I had
$1,000,000.                                           brought from   Ean-su;  though   far
2  There grows on the mountains    superior  to  the  Ya-chon tea they
along the western  border of  Ssii-    positively disliked it, said that it gave
eh'uan a wild variety of tea, called    them headaches, and was too astrin-
Pni th'a, ** white tea," or ffsiieh <*ftV,    gent,